BANGLADESH
Bangladeshi farmers benefit from planting GM eggplant by reduced pesticide use and increased incomes, according to a study conducted by the International Food Policy Research Institute for the US Agency for International Development. The study shows a 39% drop in the total amounts of pesticide used and a 51% reduction in the number of times that farmers applied pesticides to the crop.
KENYA
Kenya adds a malaria vaccine to its routine immunization schedule for children aged below two. The injectable vaccine RTS,S or Mosquirix-the world's first against malaria-was developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline. Kenya is the third African nation to deploy the vaccine, after Ghana and Malawi.
BRAZIL
Brazil will dedicate 2,400 scientists to GM crop research and development, according to the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply. The research will take place at Embrapa, Brazil's agricultural research institute.
INDIA
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research identifies two new varieties of chickpea developed using genomics-assisted breeding. The drought and disease resistant varieties-Pusa 10216 and MABC-WR-SA-1-were developed in almost half the time that conventional breeding would take, according to Rajeev Varshney of the research institute ICRISAT.
UNITED KINGDOM
The non-profit Health Data Research UK (HDR) launches seven data hubs to use NHS patient records to help develop new treatments. The genetic, lifestyle and social data from millions of patients will be made accessible to researchers from academia and pharma. The information will be anonymized and conform to UK laws regarding storage, security and access. HDR is independent of government and funded by ten organizations, including the Wellcome Trust. 
